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France, especially the Revolution, whose anti-clerical tenden-
cies they deplore.   In philosophy they are conservative,
more truly devoted to the ultra-conservative principle than
any other part of the continent because, as a relatively small
community struggling to survive in an Anglo-Saxon environ-
ment, their primary law of life is to cling to what they have,
their language, law, and customs.    Louis H6mon voiced .
their ancient faith: "We bore overseas our prayers and our
songs; they are ever the same, . . . Within these limits all
we brought with us, our faith, our tongue, our virtues, our
very weaknesses are henceforth hallowed things which no
hand may touch, which shall endure to the end,"   This
passion to survive as a cultural entity has hitherto been
fostered by the prevailing agrarian character of their society
and  by the  simple mores fashioned patiently  for three
centuries by a rural people.   Compared with the farmers of
Ontario, those of Quebec are more traditional, more deeply
rooted in the soil, less commercial in thought, somewhat
less endowed with the goods of this world, finding on the
land a way of life and not merely an occupation*    For
generations they have retained a high birth-rate.   Among
them the powerful impulse to found large and cohesive
families is sedulously fostered by the church, and encouraged
by the fact that children are a valuable aid to parents in
the year-long labours on the farm.   In 1939 the Quebec
birth-rate was 24.8 per 1,000 (compared with 17.1 per 1,000
in Ontario), a relatively high figure which helps to maintain
the crude birth-rate for Canada as a whole above that in
the ^ other   leading   states   of   the   Commonwealth.    Yet
significant changes occur.   The French community peren-
nially experiences cultural corrosion from English-speaking
America, and in particular has become affected by indust-
rialism.   From 1881 to 1931 the urban population of Quebec
increased six-fold while the -rural population merely held
its own.   The advance of urbanized industrialism,  with
the wider use of hydro power and metals, tends to break
down the traditional behaviour, reduce the birth-rate, free
thought from its former restraints, and bring the popular